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“…Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 
give His life a ransom for many.” Matthew 20:28 

Many are called but few are chosen 
Jesus told a parable of the workers in the vineyard to illustrate an important truth about 
that kingdom of heaven. In the story, the landowner of the vineyard hires workers at 9 
AM, noon, 3 PM, and finally 5 PM. The group of workers hired at the end of the day 
included workers that nobody wanted to hire. So, when the landowner went to pay those 
workers hired at 5 PM, guess how much he paid them? Do you think less? Well 
according to the landowner, each worker was given the same amount regardless of the 
hours worked. Each worker was given a denarius for the days wage. You see the parable 
tells of the important truth about God’s grace. Grace never runs out and is available to 
anyone who accepts Jesus as their Lord and Savior, regardless of a person’s age, color 
of their skin, or how much they have sinned. The gospel is available to all people. Jesus 
says at the end of the parable, the last shall be first and the first last. For many are called, 
but few chosen. 
Jesus continues with his disciples to Jerusalem. He tells them how he will be betrayed, 
crucified, and on the third day He will rise again. Then the mother of James and John 
asks Jesus if her sons can sit on the right side and left side of Jesus in the kingdom of 
heaven. Jesus tells her that she doesn’t know what she is asking. No one, not even his 
disciples understood the sacrifice Jesus would make to die on a cross for the sins of the 
world. Jesus said, whoever desires to become great, let him be the servant of all. Just as 
Jesus did not come to this world to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom 
or payment for many. What Jesus was trying to show was that in His kingdom of heaven, 
it was not about how many servants a leader has, but how many people are the leaders 
serving. 
At the end of the chapter, two blind men sitting on the road heard that Jesus was passing 
by, and cried out, “Have mercy on us, O Lord, Son of David!” Then the multitude 
warned the men that they should be quiet. But they cried out even louder. Jesus then 
asked “What do you want Me to do for you?” They replied, “Lord, that our eyes may be 
opened.” Jesus has compassion for them and touched their eyes. Immediately their eyes 
received sight, and they followed Him. The world will tell us that we aren’t important, 
that we’re in last place. However, if we cry out to Jesus, He will always hear and respond 
and put us first.   
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Bible 
Questions & 

Personal 
Application 

Read Matthew Chapter 20 and answer the questions below. 

1) How many different times did the landowner go out to 
hire workers?  

Hint: Matthew 20:3-6 

2) How much did the landowner pay the workers? 
Hint: Matthew 20:2 

3) Why did the workers hired first complain? 
Hint: Matthew 20:12 

4) What did the landowner have to say about the 
complaints? 

Hint: Matthew 20:15-16 

5) What are some ways that you try and put yourself 
first? What does Jesus say about that? 

6) How does Jesus want you to serve others? 
 

 

Prayer: 
Jesus, thank you for teaching me how to serve. Help me to put others first and to follow 
the example you set. I pray that you would show me how I can serve my family and 
others this week. Help me to encourage others to be servant leaders and to do what is 
right. Thank you that you love me, died for my sins and became the servant of all. 
Amen. 
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Activity: In God’s Kingdom, the Servant is the Greatest. Here are 
some ideas for you to put into action this week! 

 

 
https://raisekidsforchrist.com/teach-them-to-serve-like-jesus/ 

 

Your Neighborhood: 

• Rake leaves for elderly neighbors. 
• Help a neighbor with their trash cans. 
• Ask if you can walk your neighbor’s dog. 

Home: 

• Do one of your chores before you are reminded. 
• Take out all the garbage in the house. 
• Help set the dinner table and clear plates. 

School: 

• Help a friend with their homework. 
• Ask a friend if you can pray with them. 

Church: 

• Serve others by praying for members in your church. 
• Mail an encouragement post card to a church family member. 


