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Let Your Words Match 
Your Actions 

Memory 
Verse 

“But he who is greatest among you shall be your servant. And whoever exalts himself 
will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”  Matthew 23:11-12 

Don’t Be a Hypocrite 
In Matthew 23, Jesus warns the disciples and the huge crowd that were gathered around Him in 
the temple about Israel’s leaders (Scribes and Pharisees) and their wicked behavior. On the 
outside, Israel’s leaders pretended to be holy and righteous, but on the inside, they were selfish 
and full of pride. This makes them a “hypocrite.” Have you ever heard the saying: Do what I say, 
not as I do? Let’s take a closer look at how these leaders’ words did not match their actions. The 
following eight (8) “Woe to you” rebukes are examples of how these leaders believed they were 
more important than everyone else. 
 

• They were stumbling blocks to other people and kept them from knowing God and 
entering into heaven. They knew all 613 laws from the Old Testament and didn’t follow 
them, but expected everyone else to obey them. 

• They took widows’ houses from them, instead of taking care of them when they lost their 
spouse. 

• They made long and loud prayers to appear spiritual in front of men rather than praying 
in secret to the Lord. 

• They taught others to be more wicked than they were through their false teachings. 
• They were careful to accurately measure the smallest of their tithes and offerings. 

However, they missed the bigger picture and forgot more important things like justice, 
mercy, and faith. 

• They made a great deal out of cleansing the outside of cups and plates according to God’s 
law, but did not cleanse their hearts. They were robbers and loved excess. 

• Like whitewashed tombs, they appeared beautiful on the outside, but inside they were 
spiritually dead. 

• They pretended to know God’s word but refused to hear God’s word when He sent the 
prophets and His Son. So, they killed and crucified God’s prophets, stoning them, and 
persecuting them. 

 
When Jesus finished speaking He said that the people would not see Him until they said “Blessed 
is he that comes in the name of the Lord”. That was the last time that Jesus was in the temple. 
Jesus led by example and was a servant leader. If you recall in Matthew 20:26-28 Jesus said, “Yet 
it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your 
servant. And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave - just as the Son of Man 
did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom to many.” We need to lead 
like Jesus. Our words need to match our actions. We need to be the servant of all. 
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Bible 
Questions & 

Personal 
Application 

Read Matthew Chapter 23 and answer the questions below. 

1) What did Jesus call the Scribes and Pharisees? What 
does this word mean?  

Hint: Matthew 23:13 

2) List several examples how the Scribes and Pharisees’ 
actions did not match their words? 

Hint: Matthew 23:13,15,16,23,25,27&29 

3) Is there a time when your actions did not match your 
words? 

4) What does it mean to “strain out a gnat and swallow a 
camel?” 

Hint: Matthew 23:24 

5) What is a servant leader? 
Hint: Matthew 23:11-12 

6) Serving and leading go hand in hand. What are some 
ways you serve? What are some ways you lead? 

7) How can you be a servant leader this week? 
 

Prayer: 
Jesus, thank you that you are a servant leader and made a way. We ask for your help to 
show us those areas of our heart that do not match our words. Father, we ask for your 
forgiveness if we have caused someone to stumble and fall. Show us what is right in your 
eyes. Lead and guide us each day so that we to can be your humble servants. I pray you 
would show us how to let our words match our actions and that this would bring you glory. 
Amen. 
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Activity: What Type of Leader Are You? 

 

 

Name:_____________________ 

 
servanthood activity page 

 
There are many qualities that God wants us to have so we can serve others. Find them in the 
word search below. 
L U F E C A E P G L 
H O H U M B L E E U 
U B V R E R E S N F 
M D N I K D T P T Y 
C A R I N G C E L O 
E R A W A G K N E J 
L C E T N E I T A P 
R E S P E C T F U L 
 
 
Wordbank 
Loving             Patient              Kind               Caring               Respectful               Joyful 
Peaceful           Gentle             Humble            Aware 

 

BRAINSTORM… 
God wants us to serve the people around us: in our families, church, schools, and community. 
For each category, write down a way you could serve under the given circumstance. 
 
FAMILY 

1. A parent is sick:_______________________________________________________ 
2. A sibling is frustrated: __________________________________________________ 

CHURCH 
1. An elderly person needs a place to sit: ______________________________________ 
2. A small child is lost and crying: ___________________________________________ 

SCHOOL 
1. A classmate is alone at recess: _____________________________________________ 
2. Your class keeps misbehaving: _____________________________________________ 

COMMUNITY 
1. There is a new kid on your street: ___________________________________________ 
2. There is trash on the ground at the park: ______________________________________ 
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Coloring: What Type of Leader Are You? 

 

 

 

 


