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Loving God Is Loving 
Your Neighbor 

Memory 
Verse 

“Jesus said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord God with all your heart, with all 
your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first and great commandment. 
And the second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these 
two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.’” Matthew 22:37-40 

The Greatest Commandment  
In Chapter 22, Jesus opens with a parable of the Wedding Feast. In the Jewish culture it 
was custom for a wedding feast to go for days. As Jesus explains in the story, a certain 
king arranged a marriage for his son. Did you know that the church is the bride of Christ 
and that we will one day go to heaven to have the marriage supper of the lamb? This is 
found in Revelation 19. The parable goes on to say that those invited to the wedding did 
not come and so the king sends his servants to invite others. Sadly, the servants were 
captured and killed. Then the king sends more servants out to the highways and gathered 
all who were found, both good and bad to be guests at the wedding hall.  
 
In the story the first set of guests invited represents Israel and their leaders (the Pharisees 
and Sadducees), but they had rejected the King’s son, Jesus as the true Messiah. The King 
then sends his servants or disciples out beyond Israel, to the gentiles, those who were not 
Jewish. The servants invited the gentiles to the great wedding. For many are called, but 
few are chosen. Jesus desires all to come to know Him. Jesus also loved His Father with 
all his heart, soul, mind, and strength. He was obedient and in doing so He showed how 
loving God is loving your neighbor. Jesus paid the ultimate sacrifice to show his love for 
the whole world by dying on a cross for our sins. 
 
Israel’s leaders were wicked and Jesus knew it. They tested Jesus many times during the 
Passover by asking questions. Not because they cared to know the answer, but they wanted 
to trap Jesus and kill Him. This was similar to the inspection of the Passover lamb that 
would go on for several days before the lamb was sacrificed.  Jesus is our perfect sacrifice 
and “The Lamb of God who takes way the sin of the world” John 2:29. No matter how 
hard Israel’s leaders tried, they could not find a fault or blemish. One of the Pharisees asks 
Jesus, what is the greatest commandment in the law? Jesus quoted Deuteronomy 6:5 “You 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 
mind.” This is a picture of the whole person. Jesus then takes it a step further and says the 
second commandment is like the first “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” To keep 
it simple, loving God is loving your neighbor. The two commandments are connected to 
one another and summarize all the ten commandments. 
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Bible 
Questions & 

Personal 
Application 

Read Matthew Chapter 22 and answer the questions below. 

1) Who were the different guests invited to the wedding 
feast?  

Hint: Matthew 22:2-3 & 9 

2) Who is the King’s son and who are the servants? 
Hint: Matthew 22:4 & 9-10 

3) How did you respond to the invitation to know Jesus as 
your Lord and Savior? 

4) Where did Jesus quote scripture from in the old 
testament for the first commandment? Look up the 
scripture and read out loud. 

Hint: Deuteronomy 6:4 -9 
 

5) How do you show the Lord you love Him with all your 
heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind? Give 
an example for each. 

6) Who is your neighbor? 

7) What are several ways you can show your neighbor the 
love of Jesus? 

 
 

Prayer: 
Jesus, thank you that you first loved us. You led by example and showed us how to love 
the Lord God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind. I know that it is not easy to show 
the love of Jesus with our neighbor or those people that disagree with us. Lord, I pray you 
would show me how I can share the love of Jesus with those around me. Thank you for 
sending your Holy Spirit to be my helper, to lead me and to guide me. Lord I want to live 
a life pleasing to you. 
Amen. 
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Craft: Loving God Is Loving People Bracelet - Make one for 
your and one for another person. 
https://www.123homeschool4me.com/symbols-on-your-hands-love-god-bracelet_14/ 

 

 
 

 

 


