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Be Ready - Jesus Will 
Return to Judge the 
Nations 

Memory 
Verse 

“And all the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from 
another, as a shepherd divides his sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. 
Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.’”   
Matthew 25:32-34 

The Wise and the Foolish  

Jesus tells his disciples about several parables regarding being ready for His return. The first was 
about ten bridesmaids with lamps waiting for a wedding to start. Have you ever been to a wedding? 
Did you know that the man getting married is called the bridegroom? The bridegroom waits at the 
front of the church with the bridesmaids, as the bride walks down the aisle to meet him. In Jesus’ 
hometown within the region of Galilee, it was tradition that the Father of the bridegroom was the 
only person to know the day of the wedding. The bridesmaids would take a lamp with oil to light 
the way during the special day. In this parable, Jesus tells the story of five bridesmaids that were 
wise and five that were foolish. Those that were foolish took their lamps and did not have oil with 
them, but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps and were ready. As they waited for the 
wedding they slept, then at midnight they heard a cry, “Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out 
to meet him!” The five wise bridesmaids were ready, but the five foolish bridesmaids had to go 
and buy oil for their lamps. While they were gone, the bridegroom came and those that were ready 
went in with him to the wedding; and the door was shut. After, the other bridesmaids returned and 
said “Lord, Lord, open to us! But he answered and said, ‘Assuredly, I say to you I do not know 
you.’” We need to be watchful and ready for Jesus to return. He is our bridegroom and we, the 
church, are His bride awaiting the big wedding feast in heaven. But sadly, those that are not saved 
and do not have the Holy Spirit or “oil in their lamp” will not be ready or allowed to enter. 
 
The second parable was about a master who was leaving his house to travel, and before leaving, 
the master entrusted or gave his property to his servants to look after. The property was worth a 
very large amount of money. To one, the master gave five talents, to the second he gave two 
talents, and to the third he gave one talent. Each were given talents according to the amount he 
thought they could handle or according to their ability. A talent in this story can also mean the 
gifts or abilities God has given you. Can you think of some special gifts or abilities that God has 
given you? To some, he gave the ability to play music, the gift of memorizing or drawing, others 
are good at math or science. Some have the gift of talking to people or teaching. Whatever special 
gift the Lord has given you, use it for His glory. In the story, each servant did something with the 
money that they received. The servant with five talents used his money and got five more. As did 
the servant with two talents. But the servant with one talent took his talent and buried it in the 
ground to keep his money safe. He didn’t even try to do something with it. When the master 
returned he asked what the servants did with his money. The first and second servant doubled his 
money and so the master put them in charge of many things. But the third servant was lazy and 
the talent was taken away. How are you using the talents God has given you for His kingdom? 
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Bible 
Questions & 

Personal 
Application 

Read Matthew Chapter 25 and answer the questions below. 

1) How many bridesmaids were there in the story and who 
do these bridesmaids represent?  

Hint: Matthew 25:1 

2) Who is the bridegroom? 
Hint: Matthew 25:5 

3) What is the purpose for the oil in the lamp and what 
does the oil represent? 

Hint: Matthew 25:7-9 

4) What are some ways you are preparing for Jesus to 
return? 

5) What are the talents in the second parable and why do 
you think the master gave each a different amount? 

Hint: Matthew 25:15 

6) What special talents has God given you and how are you 
using these talents for His kingdom? 

7) Read the memory verse aloud. What two animals are 
separated? Why?  

 

Prayer: 
Jesus, thank you for your word and the truth you share with me. I pray we would learn to 
be not just hearers, but doers of your word also. Help me to be ready in and out of season 
for your return. I pray that you would show me how to develop my talents that you have 
given me for your glory. I pray you would show me personally, how to use these special 
gifts for your kingdom. Jesus thank you for giving me your Holy Spirit to lead and guide 
me daily. Help me to share the love of Jesus with those who do not know you this week. 
Thank you for the hope of heaven and your return. Amen. 
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Craft: Make a Paper Lantern Lamp 
https://www.firstpalette.com/craft/paper-lantern.html 

Or watch how to make the lamp in the video link below 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CeZKYGmuZn0 
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Activity Sheet: 
 

 

4. Dead Sea Comic Caper
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