
Mark 
chapter 4       

December 
20, 2020  Who Can This Be! 

Memory 
Verse 

“For there is nothing hidden which will not be revealed, nor has anything been kept secret that it 
should come to light. If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.”  
Mark 4:22-23 

Jesus Brings the Truth to Light in Parables 
In this chapter, Jesus is surrounded by a huge group of people seeking to hear Him teach. There 
were so many people that He had to get into a boat so that He wouldn’t be crushed by all the 
people around Him. As Jesus got into the boat He began to teach in parables. It says that “but 
without a parable He did not speak to them.” (Mark 4:34)  
 
In Matthew chapter 13 we learned that a parable is a short story that teaches a moral or spiritual 
lesson. Often it is done by comparing things we know with things we don’t know. When Jesus sat 
in the boat and started to teach, He told the people about sowers and seeds and birds and baskets. 
To anyone just passing by this would have all been very confusing.  
 
Jesus shared a bible verse from the book of Isaiah 6:9-10 when He was explaining why He would 
only teach in parables to the people. He quoted, “Seeing they may see and not perceive, and 
hearing they may hear and not understand; lest they should turn, and their sins be forgiven.” 
 
Wouldn’t you think that Jesus would want everyone to hear and understand what He was saying 
and learn about God’s kingdom? In fact, Jesus does want that very thing, but He was giving people 
a choice on what they wanted to do. The people that were there as Jesus was teaching had two 
choices to make. They could either walk away confused thinking that Jesus was crazy, or they 
could draw closer and ask Him for the answer. For, we see that Jesus was willing to give the 
answers out. Jesus told His disciples exactly what the parables meant. But you had to get close to 
Jesus to hear Him give the answer. The people that were closest to Jesus were His disciples in that 
day. In verse 24 Jesus says,” Take heed to what you hear. With the same measure you use, it will 
be measured to you; and to you who hear, more will be given.” 
 
Jesus was telling His disciples that those who came back to listen and draw close, He would give 
them even more understanding and more opportunities to grow closer to Him. That is Jesus’ desire 
for us today. That we would read His word and draw closer to Him day by day. We may not 
understand all of the bible the first time we read it. We won’t understand all of the bible by the 
40th time we read it. But if we come to Jesus in His word, for Jesus is the Word of God (John 1:1), 
we will find that we grow closer to Him with every passing day. Jesus’ greatest desire is to have 
a close relationship with us. He won’t force His way into our lives. Just like He did that day on 
the boat in the Sea of Galilee, Jesus gives us the option to hear and draw closer or to turn and walk 
away. 
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Bible 
Questions & 

Personal 
Application 

Read Mark Chapter 4 and answer the questions below. 

1) Why was Jesus in a boat?  
Hint: Mark 4:1 

2) What is a parable, and how is it useful? 
Hint: Mark 27:5-8 

3) What does the bird represent in the parable of the 
sower? 

Hint: Mark 4:15 

4) What do the thorns represent in the parable of the 
sower? 

Hint: Mark 4:18-19 

5) Where was Jesus sleeping at the end of the chapter? 
Hint: Mark 4:38 

6) What did Jesus rebuke when He was in the boat? 
Hint: Mark 4:39 

7) Did the disciples understand who Jesus was at this time? 
Hint: Mark 4:41 
 
 
 

Prayer: 
Jesus thank You that You desire to spend time with me and teach me. You give me 
opportunities to come to You every day and spend time learning from You. You are 
always there for me whenever I need You. My desire is to be like one of Your disciples, 
walking closely with You and able to hear You when You speak to me. Help me to share 
the good news of what You have done for me with others. That they may come to know 
how You gave Your life for us and how much You love us. Amen. 
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