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Love God and Love Your 

Neighbor 

Memory 

Verse 

“Have you not even read this Scripture: ‘The stone which the builders rejected 

has become the chief cornerstone. This was the Lord’s doing, and it is 

marvelous in our eyes’?” Mark 12:10-11 

Jesus is Rejected by the Pharisees and Sadducees 

At the end of Mark chapter 11, we saw the Jewish priests, scribes, and elders coming and 

challenging Jesus’ authority. They had completely rejected Jesus, and because they did not 

want to answer Jesus truthfully, Jesus began to teach in parables. Jesus told a parable about 

a man who planted a vineyard and turned it over to vinedressers that would tend the vineyard. 

When the harvest came, the vinedressers were supposed to turn over a portion to the owner. 

But the vinedressers were wicked. When the owner sent his servants to get what was due to 

him, the vinedressers beat, shamed, and even killed the owner’s men. Finally, the owner of 

the vineyard decided to send his son to the vinedressers, hoping that they would listen to 

him. However, the vinedressers killed the son. At the end of the parable, Jesus tells how the 

owner learned that the evil vinedressers had killed his son and the owner went and destroyed 

the wicked vinedressers.  

 

Jesus told this parable as a rebuke to the Jewish leaders. For, in this parable, God is the 

vineyard owner. The evil vinedressers are the Jewish leaders. The servants of the owner are 

the Old Testament prophets. The owner’s son is Jesus.  

 

Jesus knew that the Jewish leaders had rejected Him and God, whom they claimed to love. 

Our memory verse comes from Psalm 118:22-23. God knew that His Son would be rejected. 

But God sent Him anyway because of His love for us.  

 

The Pharisees and Sadducees continue to challenge Jesus and try to trap Him with questions. 

However, Jesus knows their hearts. When someone asks Him a question with bad intentions, 

He often answers their questions with questions of His own. But, there is one scribe that 

came and asked a genuine question of Jesus. He wanted to know what the greatest 

commandment was. Jesus told him to love God with all his heart, soul, mind and strength. 

Also, to love our neighbor as yourself. The scribe agreed with Jesus and realized that loving 

God and loving our neighbor was more important than all the sacrifices that the priests would 

or could ever make. In the book of 1 Samuel 15:22-23 it says that “has the Lord as great a 

delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey 

is better than sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of rams.” More than anything, God wants us 

to hear His voice and to follow Him. For all His commands are good and lead to life. The 

Jewish leaders however did not want to hear any of this. They wanted to retain power, for 

they had taken the focus off God and put it on themselves. They didn’t recognize that Jesus 

was there to set things straight as the “chief cornerstone.” 
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Bible 

Questions & 

Personal 

Application 

Read Mark Chapter 12 and answer the questions below. 

1) In the parable Jesus told, who was the owner? Who were 

the vinedressers? Who were the servants? Who was the 

son? 

Hint: Read Mark 12:1-8 

2) What did Jesus say were the two greatest 

commandments? 

Hint: Mark 12:29-31 

3) Can you find these commands in the Old Testament? 

Hint: Deuteronomy 6:4-5, Leviticus 19:18 

4) What do you think it means to ‘love God with all your 

heart, mind, soul, and strength’? 

5) What does it mean to ‘love your neighbor as yourself’? 

 

 

Prayer: 
Jesus, thank you that You are the Son of God, sent into the world to save me. I recognize 

You as my Lord and Savior. You were born of a virgin, died on the cross, and were raised 

up on the third day. You sit at the right hand of God and pray for me continually. You promise 

that You will never leave me or forsake me. I am so thankful that it is not sacrifice that You 

are looking for, but someone who’s heart, mind, and soul are set on You. It’s not sacrifices 

You care about. Because Jesus, You made the ultimate sacrifice for me dying on the cross 

so I can make it to heaven. As I stay focused on You, help me to share Your love with others 

around me. Amen. 
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Craft: The Widow’s Mite Crafts 

 https://www.daniellesplace.com/html/bible-crafts-widows-mite.html 
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